The solution to this problem is to have the connection cleaned and/or televised. If
cleaning does not remove the blockage a point repair will have to be performed. Older
homes with clay pipe have this problem due to poor joints between the pipes. The
following could be done to prevent a blockage:

A. Sewer Cleaning
In many cases, periodic cleaning is all that is needed to control root growth and
reduce the likelihood of blockage.

B. Copper Sulfate Treatment
Many homeowners have had good results by flushing a small quantity of copper
sulfate crystals down the sewer at regular intervals. The copper sulfate reduces the
rate of growth without harming the trees. Although this treatment may not
eliminate root growth, it often increases the interval between cleanings.

This brochure was intended to provide a basic understanding of how basement flooding
can occur and the possible solutions to prevent it. Since every home is different it would
not be practical to discuss all the various types of scenarios in depth. A professional
consultation would be recommended prior to any major work associated with basement
flooding.

The following appendix has some additional useful information:

Interior Sump Pump Detail

Exterior Sump Pump Detail

Exterior House Plumbing

Clean Check Backwater Valve Detail
Foundation Detail with Flashing

Step by Step Instructions for Moat
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