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What is a Rain Garden?

RAIN GARDEN WORKSHEET

: : : : : : . e o 1) Slope: 1
A rain garden is an attractive, landscaped area planted with perennial native plants which don’t mind ) Si0p ; e )
Height of string (in inches) 100
getting “wet feet.” They are beautiful gardens, built in depressions, which are designed to capture and Distance between stakes (in inches) X %
filter storm water runoff from impervious surfaces around the home, such as rooftops and driveways.
2) Rain garden depth: 2)
The benefits of rain gardens are multiple and From Chart on page 5 in.
include their ability to perform the following
functions: 3) Home footprint: 3)
Length of house x width of house sq. ft.
- Help keep water clean by filtering storm
water runoff before it enters local - - .
waterways. 4) Number of downspouts: 4)
@< Help alleviate problems associated with Total number of downspouts on home
flooding and drainage. - -
« Enhance the beauty of individual yards and 5) Roof area draining to garden: 5)
communities. (Line 3 + Line 4) x number of downspouts sq. ft.
; . ; s directed to the rain garden
@~ Provide habitat and food for wildlife = =
including birds and butterflies. B : i
- 6) Lawn area (if more than 30 ft from downspout): 6)
> Recharge the ground water supply. Length of uphill lawn area x width of uphill lawn area sq. ft.
Why Do We Need Rain Gardens?
As development increases, there are more demands placed on our local environment. Impervious 7) Total drainage area: 7)
surfaces associated with development, such as rooftops, driveways and roads, are areas that shed Line 5 + line 6 sq. ft.
rainwater. Construction activity on development sites usually compacts the soil, limiting the ground’s
capacity to absorb water. Taken together, these factors reduce the ability of our landscape to absorb 8) Soil type: 8)
and filter storm water. Enter sandy, silty or clayey from results on page 7
Impervious surfaces can negatively affect our environment as they increase storm water runoff. —
. > . . ; : 9
Consequently they increase the chance for pollution to enter our waterways through our storm J) Rain garden size tactor )
drainage systems, including sewers and open ditches, which flow untreated to our streams and lakes. Results from table 1 or table 2 on page 8
The type of pollution that results from storm water runoff is called nonpoint source pollution. Studies :
: : : : i ize: 10
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) have shown that a substantial amount 10) Sl g detsdye )
I : : ; Line 7 X Line 9 sq. ft.
of the pollution in our streams, rivers and lakes is carried there by runoff from our own yards and q

gardens. Some of the more common nonpoint source pollutants include fertilizers, pesticides, pet

wastes, grass clippings and yard debris. An easy way to help keep these pollutants out of our local Lines 2 and 10 give you the dimensions of your rain garden. This is based on capturing 100% of

the runoff. If you do not wish to build a rain garden of this size, a smaller rain garden will still help
control runoff and filter pollutants.

waterways is to install a rain garden!

Rain Garden Manual for Homeowners 18
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