WACKY WORLD OF THE WLREC

Post your photos on Facebook
@WestlakeRecreation

Ann Hollows

Sink the Egg Challenge
Supplies:
-

12 plastic easter eggs, muffin tin(s)- one per child, paper, pencil, 12 items for the eggs (i.e. rocks,
buttons, coins, cotton balls, screws, legos, small toys), water, plastic container (one per child)

Directions:
This activity is designed to challenge the kids to see what materials will float and which ones will sink
when placed inside a plastic egg. Kids will guess which things will float and which ones will sink to the
bottom of the plastic container.







Get 12 different things around the house and put one item into each compartment of the muffin tin.
On a sheet a paper, have the child(ren) list which items will float in the bowl and which ones will
sink.
Fill the plastic container with water.
Place one item into an egg and close it up. Once you have filled all 12 eggs, place them back into the
muffin tin.
One by one, place the filled egg into the bowl of water.
Have the kids check off their correct answers.

Older kids can also guess how many items (such as coins, screws, etc) it would take for the egg to sink.

Coffee Filter Butterflies
Supplies
- 2 round white coffee filters, washable
markers, pipe cleaner, 2 pony beads, water
spray bottle, paper towels

Directions:















Lay out the coffee filters and flatten them on a piece of waxed paper or cookie sheet.
Using the washable markers, create random designs onto the coffee filters. Each butterfly requires 2
coffee filters per butterfly.
Once you are done coloring, place the coffee filters on the waxed paper or cookie sheet and mist
lightly with water. The colors from both filters will start to melt together.
After spraying with water, place coffee filters on a paper towel to dry.
It may take 1-2 hours for them to dry completely.
Once dry, fan fold the two coffee filters to create the wings of the butterfly.
Stack the coffee filters on top of each other.
Fold the pipe cleaner in half and wrap around the bottom 1/3 of the base.
Twist a loop at the bottom of the pipe cleaner and twist again above the fold.
Leave a 1/2” loop and twist again towards the top for the head, leaving the ends straight for the
antennae.
Open and spread out the wings. Pinch at the ends to maintain the folds.
Thread a bead on the top of each antennae and curl down to make a swirl. If you don’t have beads,
then just curl the ends of the pipe cleaner down.
Find the short instructional video online at https://www.cityofwestlake.org/782/Fun-Kids-Activities
Don’t forget to post your creations on our Facebook page @WestlakeRecreation.

Homemade Rock Candy
Supplies:
- yarn, water, pan for boiling, food coloring, spoon, sugar
and adult supervision
The process of growing sugar crystals can take several days to a
week.
Get Started!
1. To start to make your own rock candy, tie the yarn to the pencil or butter knife. Set the pencil or
knife on top of the glass jar. Make sure that the string does not touch the bottom or the sides of the
jar. The yarn should almost touch the bottom. If the yarn is too long adjust it by wrapping it around
the pencil or butter knife. Remove the yarn from the jar.With an adults help, boil 1 cup of water.
2. It is time to pour in the sugar. Be careful not to splash yourself with the boiling water! Stir the sugar
in one teaspoon at a time. Add sugar until it begins to accumulate on the bottom and will not
dissolve even with stirring. It is important to have the right amount of sugar. If your solution is not
saturated the crystals will not grow quickly but if your solution has too much sugar, crystals will
grow on the undissolved sugar instead of the yarn.
3. If you want colored rock candy add a drop or two of food coloring.
4. Pour the sugar solution into the glass jar. Avoid pouring any undissolved sugar into the jar.
5. Place the pencil or butter knife carefully over the glass jar allowing the yarn to dangle in the
solution.
6. Set the jar in a place it will remain undisturbed. Place a paper towel over the top of the jar to prevent
any dust falling into the liquid.
7. Check on your crystals in 24 hours. You should see the beginnings of crystal growth on the string of
yarn.
8. Let the sugar crystals grow to a desired size or until growth has stopped. Pull out the string of yarn
and allow the crystal to dry. Now you can keep them or eat them!

Recipe found on: https://www.honeyandlime.co/fun-edible-science-project-make-your-own-rockcandy.html

Toilet paper roll race car
Supplies:
-1 toilet paper roll, paint, hole punch, scissors, 4 plastic bottle lids, 2 toothpicks, push pin

Directions:








Paint the toilet paper tubes with acrylic paints using a paint brush or color with markers. Set
aside.
Once dry, punch a hole for the wheels. You will need to punch the holes on each side at the top
and bottom.
Decorate the car using stickers, paper, etc. You can cut a hole on the top for the driver area.
Using a pin or thumb tack, poke a hole into each of the bottle caps.
Cut straw in half. Place through the width of the car for the “axle”
Insert a toothpick into one of the bottle caps. Then thread through the straw and attach the other
bottle cap. All bottle caps must be the same size.
Repeat on the other end until all four wheels are attached.

Find the short instructional video online at https://www.cityofwestlake.org/782/Fun-Kids-Activities
Don’t forget to post your creations on our Facebook page @WestlakeRecreation.

Pasta art
Supplies:
– pasta (any kind), acrylic paint, construction paper, glue

Directions:








Place dry pasta (any shape) into a plastic Ziploc bag.
Pour some paint into the bag (it is best to use acrylic paint, food
coloring or water based paint may not stick as well and you will
have to use rubbing alcohol to help adhere the coloring to the
pasta)
Seal the bag and shake vigorously to distribute the paint to all noodles in the bag. Use a bag for
each color you want to dye.
Once you have shaken the bag thoroughly, pour the dyed pasta onto a cookie sheet to dry. It will
take overnight for the pasta to dry as you do not want to use the pasta when it is still tacky.
Once the pasta has dried, pour the pasta into bowls.
Kids can then create pictures by gluing the pasta to construction or cardstock paper.

Paper bag puppets
Supplies: paper bag, washable markers, yarn, googly eyes, glue
stick, scissors
Directions:




Draw or glue googly eyes to the bottom portion of the
bag. This will provide a starting point for the puppet.
Once your eyes have been placed, draw or glue a nose
and smile onto the bag.
Use your imagination and materials on hand to draw/
glue on hair, arms and a costume.

Find the short instructional video online at https://www.cityofwestlake.org/782/Fun-Kids-Activities
Don’t forget to post your creations on our Facebook page @WestlakeRecreation.

Suncatcher
Supplies: construction paper, scissors, glue, tissue paper

Directions:









Cut out a shape out of construction paper (i.e.
apple, tree, sun).
Once you have cut out a shape, you will cut out
the same shape only smaller on the inside of the
paper. It is best to fold the paper in half and cut at
least 1 inch or more from the edge of the paper.
Cut up tissue paper in various sizes.
Turn the shape so that the backside is facing up. Starting on the outer edge, glue tissue paper on
the backside of the paper.
Continue gluing on the back side of the paper until the whole area is covered. You will overlap
the edges of each piece of tissue paper until the inside of the shape is covered.
Let dry.
Once dry, you can hang on the window.

Find the short instructional video online at https://www.cityofwestlake.org/782/Fun-Kids-Activities
Don’t forget to post your creations on our Facebook page @WestlakeRecreation.

Window clings
Supplies: glue, food coloring, Ziploc bag
Directions:





Add a few drops of food coloring to a bottle of Elmer's school glue
or put some in a bowl. Cap and mix well.
Draw designs with the colored glue on the clear plastic bag.
Lay the plastic on a flat surface and let dry.
Once the glue is dry, you can peel it off the plastic and position it
on your favorite window.

Paper flowers
Supplies: cupcake liners, markers, pipe cleaners, straws, glue,
buttons, jar to put them in
Directions:









Gather some cupcake liners
Turn the cupcake liner inside out so the pattern is on the
inside (especially if the cupcake liner is white).
If cupcake liner is totally white, decorate the cupcake
liner with marker.
Decorate the center with buttons, pompoms, pipe cleaner,
or circles cut from paper.
Attach the flower to a pipe cleaner, twig or straw.
Cut leaves out of paper and attach to the straw/ pipe cleaner.
Place finished flower in a jar.
Repeat process until jar is full.

Find the short instructional video online at https://www.cityofwestlake.org/782/Fun-Kids-Activities
Don’t forget to post your creations on our Facebook page @WestlakeRecreation.

Toothpick structures
Supplies: - toothpicks, grapes, marshmallows, gummy snacks,
jelly beans, gum drops, playdough

Directions:
This is a great way for kids to learn how to build things using
simple household such as toothpicks and food.




Start by inserting a toothpick into a grape (or other soft food item).
Place a second grape into the other end of the toothpick.
Repeat by placing another toothpick into the grape and continue until you form a shape.

