SMOKE ALARM FACTS

TEST.

Test your smoke
alarm as least once
a month. Push the
the test button or
blow smoke into
the detector.

CLEAN.
Clean your alarm
at least once a
year. Vacuum out
the dust and
cob-webs that
have accumulated.

REPLACE.
Replace the battery
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twice a year.
“Change Your ClocksChange Your Batteries”
Replace your smoke
alarm every ten years.
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Is there more than one type of smoke alarm?
There are two types of smoke alarms
designed for homes. One type is called an
ionization alarm because it uses “ions,”
or electrically charged particles, to detect
smoke in the air. Smoke particles entering
the sensing chamber change the electrical
balance of the air. The greater amount of
smoke, the higher the electrical imbalance.
The horn will sound when the electrical
imbalance reaches a preset level.
The other type of alarm is called photoelectric
because its sensing chamber uses a beam
of light and a light sensor. The sensing
chamber is designed so that the light beam
does not strike the sensor, but smoke
particles entering the chamber deflect the
light onto the sensor. The greater amount of
smoke entering the chamber, the more light
will be deflected onto the sensor. The alarm
sounds when the amount of light hitting the
sensor reaches a preset level.
When do I need to replace my smoke alarm?
Just like any other electrical appliance, the
components of smoke alarms wear out over
time. When a smoke alarm reaches 10 years
of use, the potential of failing to detect a fire
increases substantially.

Division of Fire Marshal

Smoke Detectors:

IF YOUR
SMOKE DETECTOR
DOESN’T WORK PROPERLY,
THE SILENCE COULD BE
DEADLY!

Protect Yourself
and
Your Family

HELP SAVE YOUR
LIFE & PROPERTY
FROM FIRE:
Contact your local fire department or the Division
of State Fire Marshal for additional information
on fire prevention and fire safety.
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SAFETY TIPS:
A working smoke alarm can be
the difference between
life & death

For your protection,
install a smoke detector
on each level of your home
and in each bedroom.

Over 93 percent of homes in the U.S. now
have at least one smoke alarm. As the number
of smok e alarms in
When a fire occurs
in your home, your homes increased over
chances of survival the years, the residential
are two times better f i r e d e a t h r a t e h a s
when smoke detectors dropped nearly 50%.
are present than when This success story is
they are not.
tempered by the fact
that the number of inoperable smoke alarms
is growing. Experts warn that the trend to
fewer fire deaths will reverse if we do not
solve the problem of inoperable smoke
alarms.They estimate that one in three homes
have inoperable smoke alarms. Some fire
departments found units in one-half of home
disabled.
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The two most common reasons for inoperable
smoke alarms are:
n Disabling them to prevent nuisance
alarms, and;
n Neglecting to replace units that are
past their 10-year service life.
You may have as little
as two minutes to
escape a fire. Smoke
d e t e c t o r s p r ov i d e
the early warning
your family needs to
survive a night time
fire.

In support of smoke
detector effectiveness,
many cities and states
have laws requiring the
installation of smoke
detectors in dwellings.
Check with your local
fire department for
further information.
			

If your smoke detector sounds
an alarm when no smoke is
present, consult with the
manufacturer or with your
local fire department. If smoke
from cooking materials causes
the detector to sound an
alarm, DO NOT REMOVE THE
BATTERIES OR DISCONNECT
THE POWER SOURCE. Simply
fan the smoke away from the
detector until the alarm stops.
If this happens frequently, it
may be necessary to relocate
the detector or install a
different type of detector.
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Keep your smoke detectors
properly maintained. Test
them once each month to
ensure the detectors are
working properly.
Batteries should be
changed twice a year.
Use the type of battery
recommended on
the detector.
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Develop an escape plan and
review the plan with all
members of the family
frequently. Be aware that
children and elderly people
may need special assistance
should a fire occur. Establish
a meeting place outside the
house for all members of the
family to ensure that everyone got
out safely. When fire occurs, get
out of the house and use a cell
phone from the meeting place
or use a neighbor’s telephone to
notify the fire department.
GET OUT & STAY OUT!

